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Ȱ!ÎÄ ÉÆ ÎÅÖÅÒ ÆÁÉÌÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 
dry years the people forgot about 
the rich years, and during the wet 

years they lost all memory of the dry 
ÙÅÁÒÓȢ )Ô ×ÁÓ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÁÙȢȱ 

 
- John Steinbeck, East of Eden  
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Presentation Roadmap  

ÅCalifornia and Australia droughts 

ÅWhy Melbourne?  

ÅResearch methods 

ÅLessons learned from Melbourne 
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Sources: United States Drought Monitor, NBCnews.com    

Roadmap 



California Drought  

ÅGoing into fourth consecutive year of drought. 

Å2013 driest year on record; maybe driest in past 500 years.  

ÅReservoir storage capacity at 38% in comparison with average 
conditions. 

Åфл҈ ΨǎŜǾŜǊŜ ǘƻ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŘǊƻǳƎƘǘΩ 

Å11 trillion gallons to recover 
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Los Angeles 
Sources: United States Drought Monitor, NBCnews.com    

Drought 
Monitor for  
Feb 24, 2015 

Drought 



!ÕÓÔÒÁÌÉÁȭÓ -ÉÌÌÅÎÎÉÕÍ $ÒÏÕÇÈÔ 
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Melbourne 

Sources: Australian Government Bureau of Meteorology  

Å1997 ς 2010: longest period of 
rainfall deficit on record.  

ÅProduced changes to the way 
Australia manages its water, 
and created a political 
atmosphere supportive of 
deep investment and rapid 
innovation.  

ÅAccelerated reforms to water 
laws and institutions that were 
already underway.  

ÅAll of Australia impacted.  

 

 

 

 

Australian Rainfall Deciles 
1/1/97 ς 12/31/2009 

Drought 



Why Melbourne?  
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ÅWater governance 

ÅScaled stormwater capture 

ÅWater behavior change 

ÅDesalination cautionary tale 

 

 

 

Melbourne 

Melbourne 

Sources: City of Melbourne 



Research Methods 

1. Informal interviews with urban water management 
representatives from government, academia, and industry. 
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2. The Energy Coalition and TreePeople sponsored California 
delegation to Australia.  
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